The need for perception studies to drought is informed by the fact that different people perceive drought differently and derive local adaptation measures based on their individual perception. The objective of the study was to establish the household perceptions to drought and the factors that influence formation of such perceptions in Laikipia West sub-County, Kenya. The study adopted a household survey research design. The study utilized household surveys (N = 180). Logistic regression was used to identify the factors influencing drought perception in Laikipia West sub-County. The study found that 52.8% of the households felt that the 2009 drought was moderate and 47.2% the drought was severe. Drought perception was significantly related to age, source of income, and type of land ownership and the length of engagement in farming. The study recommends that formulation of the future policies on drought adaptation strategies in Laikipia West sub-County should take into consideration the household drought perception for effective implementation.
Introduction
Drought adaptations depend on how drought is perceived at household level. [2] . Lack of attention to adaptation may be due to a lack of understanding or poor perceptions of climate variability risks relative to other risks among a large part of the population [3] . [4] characterized the understanding of climate variability and change in the context of multiple livelihood risks. Research findings underline the importance of tackling both climatic and non-climatic conditions in enhancing adaptation.
According to [5] residents of Nairobi, Kenya do not perceive climate change as being a significant problem when compared to other socio-economic problems such as corruption, unemployment, crime, garbage and poverty. Understanding individuals' perceptions of, or concern about, extreme weather events is very important for designing and implementing climate adaptation policies. Individual judgments of climate change-related risks can determine the perceived legitimacy as well as compliance with adaptation policies [6] . Climate variability is a complex problem for individuals' [7] which implies that understanding the cognitive dimension and perceptions is very important for climate variability adaptation. The absence of perceived importance to the public and lack of public awareness or demand to take action are the main hurdles to implementation of adaptation projects [8] .
Individual perceptions of natural hazards are important factors influencing decision-making mitigating these risks [9] [10]. For example, high flood-risk perceptions of individuals are related to a high demand for flood insurance [11] .
Similarly, perceptions of extreme weather risks at the organizational level can be expected to be an important factor influencing the resources that an organization is willing to devote to drought adaptation. According to [12] individuals who have experienced an intense, life threatening event have a significantly higher level of concern than those without such an experience. This suggests limited intervention possibilities for communication of adaptation, as well as for raising support for adaptation measures. Framing adaptation measures in relation to personal circumstances and emotions during extreme events could help raise concern about extreme weather events, as well as societal support for adaptation measures.
According to [13] the term climate change was very familiar with the participants in Tharaka, Kenya as they had heard it from the radio and agricultural officers. There was unanimous agreement that there was climate change in Tharaka and this was attributed to cutting of trees which had a cooling effect on the environment. According to [14] majority of the farmers in Kyuso, Kitui County, Kenya were well aware that climate was changing and it was the cause of the recurrent droughts that were ravaging the district. Majority of the farmers noted that there was an increase in temperature, extended periods of temperature, a decrease in precipitation, changes in the timing of rains and an increase in the frequency of droughts.
According to [15] farmers' perceptions to drought effects on livestock prices 
Study Area and Research Methodology
The study area is Laikipia West sub-County in Laikipia County, Kenya. Laikipia means treeless plain in Maasai language [16] . Laikipia West sub-County is lo- 
Climate and Agro-Ecological Zones
The study area is located in the rain shadow of Mount Kenya making the area dry. The sub-County has humid, semi humid and semi-arid agro-ecological zones. These are UH 2-3 (Humid zones), LH 2-5 (Semi-humid zones); UM 6
and LM 6 (Semi-arid zones) [19] . Laikipia West sub-County is classified as 50%
-85% Arid and Semi Arid Land with annual rainfall varying between 500 and 800 mm [20] . 
Sampling Procedure and Sample Size
The study used Slovin's formula [23] to determine the number of household respondents. Slovin's formula allows a researcher to sample the population with a desired degree of accuracy. Slovin's formula is written as ( ) household respondents from all the six locations in Rumuruti ward as shown in Table 1 using the following formula.
where;
n is the sample population of the location. P is the population of the household in the location. 
Data Collection
Cross-sectional household survey was used to collect household data on the household perceptions to drought disasters.Household surveys are carried out to gather statistical information about the attributes and actions of a population by administering standardized questions to some of its members [24] . Household data was collected from proportionately random selected household in all the Locations in the selected Ward through structured questionnaires. The information sought from household include: social economic characteristics of the households and their perceptions to drought disasters. Out of 196 questionnaires administered, 195 were filled and returned, however 15 questionnaires were incomplete and therefore not considered during data analysis. One hundred and eighty questionnaires were considered during data analysis representing 92% response rate, which is considered satisfactory to make conclusions for the study. According to [25] a 50% response rate is adequate, 60% good and above 70% response rate very good.
Results and Discussions

Perception of Drought Events in Laikipia West Sub-County
Assessment of drought perception is important because different people perceive drought differently and derive local adaptation measures based on their individual perception. Factor influencing drought perceptions were analyzed in order to explain why households living within the same neighborhood perceive drought differently.
The measureable indicators of perception in the study were operationalized as severe and moderate. The assumption made in the conceptualization of drought risk in the mentioned categories was that the perceived impact of drought to an 
Factors Influencing Households Perception to Drought
In order to determine the factors that influence household perception to drought the independent and dependent variables were regressed using logistic regression model and the results presented in Table 3 . The dependent variable was the question on how households described the 2009 drought as either severe or moderate. The result in Table 3 shows that gender of the household head was not significant to perception of drought in Laikipia West sub-County. This could be because pastoralism as a source of livelihoods involves members of either gender and suffer the impacts equally. It is expected that men are more likely to perceived drought more severely than women; this could be because of the mobility nature of men and this was not the case in Laikipia. In Laikipia gender is not factor affecting households' perception to drought.
The results show that the perception to drought among respondents who are 51 -60 years better perceive drought than the lower age categories (p = 0.0004) compared to those below 30 years. These could be because of experience with 
Conclusion and Recommendations
Drought perception was significantly related to age, source of income, and type Open Access Library Journal of land ownership and the length of engagement in farming. Perception to drought among different households leads to variations in response, preparedness and adaptation strategies applied by various households. The pastoralists are less likely to perceive drought than those employed by the government. This could be that people employed by the government could be more knowledgeable than pastoralist and can identify the different characteristics of drought. The study recommends that formulation of the future policies on drought preparedness in Laikipia West sub-County should take into consideration the household drought perception for effective implementation.
